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                                                                                                                   December 2025 

 

        December Meeting  

                    
Date:      December 16, 2025 

                 Tuesday 11:30 AM 

 
Location:  Cactus Cantina 

                  Mission Grove Center 

                  151 E. Alessandro Blvd 

     Riverside, CA 

 

Program:  Gen. Casimir Pulaski 

 

RSVP Not Required 

 

    

   Dennis Odenbaugh  2 December 

   Jim Dillard   4 December 

   M. Scott Wyatt  8 December 

   William Barrett  9 December 

   Nick Juhl              10 December 

   Robert Mizar              12 December 

   Terry Cochran              12 December 

   Ron Waltman              16 December 

   Charles Horton             25 December 

   Henry Lucas                            29 December 

   Lee Plume              30 December 

 

President’s Message 

 

2026 Officer Nominations 

 

President:                Michael Mann 

1st Vice President:  Greg Barrett 

2nd Vice President: Roger Cooper 

Secretary:                 John Matulich 

Treasurer:                 John Matulich 

Registrar:                  David Leonard 

                         

    Appointed Positions (Partial List) 

Chaplain:  Brian Stephens 

Historian/Newsletter Editor:   

David Leonard 

Color Guard Commander:   

Brian Stephens 

Scout Coordinator:  Mike Heckenlaible 

JROTC/Sea Cadets Coord.: 

 John Matulich 
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Riverside Chapter Officers 

for 2025 

President 

Michael Mann 
mikeronie@earthlink.net 

 

1st Vice President 

  Vacant 

 

2nd Vice President 

 Roger Cooper 
crogercooper@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

John Matulich 

johnmmatulich@gmail.com  

 

Treasurer 

    John Matulich 

johnmmatulich@gmail.com 

 

Registrar 

David Leonard 

leonarddla@earthlink.net 

 

Appointed Positions 

 

Chaplain 

Brian Stephens 

briandi777@aol.com 

 

Historian/Newsletter Editor  

David Leonard 

leonarddla@earthlink.net 

 

Color Guard Commander   

Brian Stephens 

briandi777@aol.com 

 

Scout Coordinator   

Mike Heckenlaible 

CALegionEagle@gmail.com 

 

JROTC/Sea Cadets Coord. 

 John Matulich 

johnmmatulich@gmail.com 

 

Latest CASSAR Challenge Coin 

 
 
New Riverside Chapter Members Registered by the 

NSSAR in 2025 

Paul Cruser   14 March 2025  No. 232879 

James Ungard      2 May 2025  No. 233436 

Robert Don Nichols   30 May 2025  No. 233665 

Daniel Davalos     6 June 2025    No. 233805 

James Dillard   27 June 2025  No. 233976 

M. Scott Wyatt   27 June 2025  No. 233977 

David Jackson   1 August 2025  No. 234531 

Brian Stuart  12 September 2025 No. 235039 

Andrew Tracey  12 September 2025 No. 235040 

Terry L. Cochran 19 September 2025 No. 235140 

Charles Horton  10 October 2025 No. 235423 

Dennis Odenbaugh 10 October 2025 No. 235424 

David Agnew  10 October 2025 No. 235425 

Greg Barrett  17 October 2025 No. 233550 

Will Barrett  17 October 2025 No. 233551 

Robert Barrett  17 October 2025 No. 233552 

Brian Foote  24 October 2025 No. 235656 

mailto:johnmmatulich@gmail.com
mailto:johnmmatulich@gmail.com
mailto:briandi777@aol.com
mailto:johnmmatulich@gmail.com
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The Sons of the American Revolution 

took top billing in the local 

newspaper at A Salute to Veterans 

Parade in Riverside. The firing team 

consisted of members from the 

South Coast, San Diego, Coachella 

Valley, and Riverside Chapters.  The 

cadence and calls were led by 

CASSAR Color Guard Commander 

Kevin Forrest as nine volleys were 

fired along the parade route.  

A SALUTE TO VETERANS PARADE 2025 
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Two members of the Aurantia Chapter 
DAR joined the SAR in the one-mile 
march through downtown city streets.  
Guest SAR members also included Jim 
Hernandez, Duncan Campbell, and State 
Secretary Chris Cerillo.  Riverside 
members included Brian Foote, Todd 
Taylor, David Leonard, and Brian 
Stephens. Roger Cooper provided valet 
service to transport team members to 
their vehicles.  

Parade EXPO 

The SAR and DAR EXPO booths held the front positions along Orange St. that produced crowds 
that were often three rows deep, thirsty for information about the American Revolution that they 
do not get anywhere else. Mike Mann, Henry Lucas, and John Matulich manned the booth, Greg 
Barrett and David Leonard aided in the set-up.  

The Salute to Veterans Parade is an annual 

event that occurs the Saturday preceding the 

Veterans Day holiday. The Riverside Chapter 

SAR has participated in the event every year 

since its inception in 2006. The parade EXPO is 

a recent addition to the event to promote 

organizations like SAR. 

l-r: DAR, John Matulich, Terrylee Wyatt, Henry Lucas, Mike Mann, David Leonard, and Jim 

Hernandez of Southcoast Chapter SAR. 
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Troy Flath 

Troy is descended from George Argenbright of Augusta County, VA 

who saw service repelling the British from the Carolinas, and later 

the siege of Yorktown.  His ancestors migrated to Iowa by the 1830s. 

One generation saw brothers fighting on each side of the Civil War.  

Later generations ultimately came to California. Troy is a retired 

fireman with LA Fire Department.  

 

 

 

 

 

President Mike Mann inducts 

Greg Barrett proudly wearing his 

SAR shirt, and accepted the 

certificates, SAR lapel pins, and 

challenge coins on behalf of 

himself and his sons William and 

Robert. Greg has been nominated 

to serve as First Vice President for 

2026.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

New Members 

 

 

Inductions 
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2026 Advance Riverside Chapter Meeting Calendar 

 

A goal for 2026 is to see meeting attendance increase to the extent that we outgrow our present 

location.  The Riverside Chapter presently has 86 members. A quorum is reached at 10 members to 

conduct business. We struggle to meet a quorum.   

Meeting Time: Tuesday 11:30 AM 

 

Location:    Cactus Cantina 

                    Mission Grove Center 

                    151 E. Alessandro Blvd 

       Riverside, CA 

 

Reservations:  None Required. We order off the menu.  

 

January  20 

February  17 

March   17 

April   21 

May   19 

June   16 

  July   No Meeting 

  August No Meeting 

September  15 

October  20 

November  17 

December  15 
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The Battle of the Great Cane Break 

Feelings were running strong between Loyalists and patriots in the Carolinas during 1775. When Loyalist 

Robert Cunningham was arrested for "seditious language" in opposing the patriot cause, fellow loyalists 

took to the field in response to this outrage. After failing to rescue his brother, Patrick Cunningham, and 

a number of followers, hijacked a wagon of powder and lead being transported to friendly Cherokees for 

trading purposes. The loyalists attempted to use this incident to inflame the settlers against the patriots 

by claiming that the patriots were using the powder and lead to arm the Cherokees to attack and massacre 

the loyalists. In a matter of days, both sides had mobilized their forces. The Provincial Congress authorized 

Colonel Richard Richardson to raise the militia to recover the ammunition, arrest the rebellious leaders, 

and to prevent any more insurrections. A Battle ensued at Ninety-Six that led to a treaty whereby the 

loyalists agreed to withdraw north of the Saluda, and neither side would bother the other in the 

meantime.  

Colonel Richardson and his men did not feel that they were bound by this agreement and he proceeded 

to suppress the loyalists. He developed a force consisting of militia from various districts.  Richardson 

continued the policy of isolating the loyalists from their leaders and began an expedition to root out 

Loyalist antagonists.  

He started out with 1500 men when he crossed the Congaree. By December 2 his army grew to 2.500. He 

captured several Loyalist strongholds as his force grew to 4.000 to 5.000 men. Patrick Cunningham and 

his men, soon down to 200 in number, retreated from Richardson's oncoming and ever-growing army. 

The loyalists were on horseback and kept about 20 miles ahead of the patriots. Finally, the loyalists could 

retreat no more. About I00 of them encamped on the banks of the Reed River, near Fork Shoals, four miles 

inside the Indian Territory. This was at a place known as the "Great Cane Brake", within a high stand of 

bamboo. The loyalists were hopeful that the Cherokee would help them out but the Indians had no quarrel 

with the patriots. When Colonel Richardson received word of this camp, he assembled a detachment of 

some 1300 infantry and cavalry.  Setting out on the evening of December 21, the detachment marched 

over 23 miles to within sight of the loyalist camp. This was a remarkable achievement in itself. At dawn. 

the patriots fanned out for a surprise attack. The alarm was sounded before the loyalists were completely 

surrounded. Patrick Cunningham escaped bare-backed on his horse shouting ’’every man shift for 

himself." The cordon of patriots closed in. firing as they went. The loyalists put up no resistance and quickly 

surrendered. One patriot was wounded in the shoulder. Five or six loyalists were killed and about 130 

taken as prisoners—-several may have been hanged on a nearby oak tree that was still standing years 

later.   

Then came the hard part of what is now called the "Snow Campaign." On December 23. 1775. a snow 

began that lasted over 30 hours leaving two feet on the ground. The storm had the effect of dispersing 

the armies. The loyalists prisoners suffered through a long walk to Charlestown in the dead of winter. 

           250
TH

 Minute 
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Most were released and joined the patriots. Some became averse to fighting went "over the mountains" 

to be let alone. Others found their way to Florida, but returned in 1780 after Charlestown fell.  

Source: Greenville County, NC Historical Society 

 

The Riverside Chapter was chartered by the California Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

in 1943 under the guidelines of the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution. The 

Mission Statement of the National Society states that The Sons of the American Revolution 

honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting patriotism, serving our 

communities, and educating and inspiring future generations about the founding principles of 

our country.  

                   

 
December 7 and 21 English Country Dancing 3 PM. First United Methodist Church, 4845 
Brockton Ave., Riverside, CA 
 
December 16, Riverside Chapter SAR Monthly Meeting, Cactus Cantina, 151 E. Alessandro Blvd. 

Riverside, CA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

RIVERSIDE CHAPTER WEBSITE 

 

RIVERSIDE CHAPTER FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

The Riverside Chapter’s 

Rivulet 

David M. Leonard, Editor 

3375 Pachappa Hill 

Riverside, CA 92506 

Email: leonarddla@earthlink.net 

Mission Statement 

Upcoming Events 

https://www.sonsoftheamericanrevolutionriversideca.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578224101860 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578224101860

