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                                                                                                              February 2026  

 

February Meeting 
                    
Date:       February 17, 2026 

                 Tuesday 11:30 AM 

 
Location:  Cactus Cantina 

                  Mission Grove Center 

                  151 E. Alessandro Blvd 

      Riverside, CA 

 

Program:  The beginning. Events that sparked a 

Revolution against England.  

 

RSVP Not Required 

 

 
    

   David Jackson     8 February 

   Daniel Davalos    9 February 

   Steve Stallings   10 February 

   Greg Crouch          22 February 

   John Myers III   23 February 

   James Breker   25 February 

   Greg Barrett   28 February 

 

 

President’s Message 

 

2026 Officers  

 

President:                Michael Mann 

1st Vice President:  Greg Barrett 

2nd Vice President: Roger Cooper 

Secretary:                 Gene Justin 

Treasurer:                 John Matulich 

Registrar:                  David Leonard 

                         

    Appointed Positions (Partial List) 

Chaplain:  Brian Stephens 

Historian/Newsletter Editor:   

David Leonard 

Color Guard Commander:   

Brian Stephens 

Scout Coordinator:  Mike Heckenlaible 

JROTC/Sea Cadets Coord.: 

 John Matulich 
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                                                       David Pulsipher 

David joins SAR, with the benefit 

of his sister’s recently-approved 

DAR application, as descendants of 

Ozias Norton from New Haven, CT. 

Ozias served as a Private in the 

Connecticut Militia and received a 

pension for his service.  David also 

has a name-sake Patriot ancestor. 

David is an oral and facial surgeon 

affiliated with multiple health care 

organizations in Riverside County. 

                                                       Gavin Christen 

Gavin is descended from Maxcey 

Ewell of Albermarle Co., VA who 

performed public service as the 

commissary to the county militia. 

Gavin is known now as Santa 

Gavin, making appearances at 

many venues. This follows a 

career in the Air Force and Civil 

Air Patrol. He is also a shooting 

sports instructor with the Boy 

Scouts. His wife Pam is a member         

of Aurantia Chapter DAR. 

Riverside Chapter Officers 

for 2026 

President 

Michael Mann 
mikeronie@earthlink.net 

 

1st Vice President 

 Greg Barrett 

gwbarre@pacbell.net 

 

2nd Vice President 

 Roger Cooper 
crogercooper@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 

Gene Justine 

Genejustin01@aol.com 

 

Treasurer 

    John Matulich 

johnmmatulich@gmail.com 

 

Registrar 

David Leonard 

leonarddla@earthlink.net 

 

Appointed Positions 

 

Chaplain 

Brian Stephens 

briandi777@aol.com 

 

Historian/Newsletter Editor  

David Leonard 

leonarddla@earthlink.net 

 

Color Guard Commander   

Brian Stephens 

briandi777@aol.com 

 

Scout Coordinator   

Mike Heckenlaible 

CALegionEagle@gmail.com 

 

JROTC/Sea Cadets Coord. 

 John Matulich 

johnmmatulich@gmail.com 

 

Supplemental Approvals by NSSAR  

Members of the Riverside Chapter collectively filed eight Supplemental 

applications during 2025, of which four were approved late in the year.  

 

New Riverside Chapter Members Registered by the 

NSSAR in 2026 

Riverside Chapter SAR gained 17 new members in 2025, only one 

since October. We’re all getting antsy.  

We Welcome New Members 

 

 

mailto:johnmmatulich@gmail.com
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2026 Officer Installation 

CASSAR President John Ferris installs the 2026 Riverside Elected Officers: L-R John Matulich 

Treasurer, David Leonard, Registrar, Greg Barrett, Vice President 1, Mike Mann, President (with 

broken elbow). Not shown, Roger Cooper Vice President 2 (Programs), and Gene Justin, Secretary. 

Recognitions 

CASSAR President Ferris presents Brian Stephens the Henry Knox Achievement Medal for his service 

to the state. Chapter President Mann presents Greg Barrett with a Certificate of Appreciation for his 

service at the Salute to Veterans Parade. Greg was busy with multiple organizations at that event. 

Dr. Ron Walton and Registrar David 

Leonard celebrate his induction into SAR 

after a challenging application effort; as 

State President Ferris and Chapter 

President Mann look on.  
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From Our Past 

Meeting Time: Tuesday 11:30 AM 

 

Location:    Cactus Cantina 

                    Mission Grove Center 

                    151 E. Alessandro Blvd 

       Riverside, CA 

 

Reservations:  None Required. We order off the menu.  

 

         January  20     July   No Meeting 

         February  17                                                August              No Meeting 

         March  17                                                September  15 

         April  21                                                October  20 

         May  19                                                November  17 

         June  16                                                December  15 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Advance Riverside Chapter Meeting Calendar 

Riverside Chapter SAR Color Guard, Yorktown Surrender Re-enactment,  

Yucaipa High School, July 1998 
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Abraham Clark, Signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

 
On this day in history, February 15, 1726, Abraham Clark, signer of the Declaration of Independence from 
New Jersey, is born. Clark was born in Elizabethtown, New Jersey (now Elizabeth) and was trained as a 
surveyor. He taught himself law and was involved in surveying and legal work regarding titles, mortgages 
and so forth. He was well-respected for often helping poor people with legal advice and title issues at no 
charge. Because of this, he was sometimes called, "The Poor Man's Counselor." 
  
Before the Revolution, Clark served as a clerk for the New Jersey colonial assembly and as sheriff of Essex 
County. When the Revolution began, he served on the New Jersey Committee of Safety and was elected 
to the rebel New Jersey provincial assembly in 1775. This assembly appointed 5 men to the Continental 
Congress on June 21, 1776, including Abraham Clark. 
  
Clark voted for independence on July 2, 1776 and signed his name to the Declaration of Independence. 
About the vote, Clark wrote to his friend Elias Dayton on July 14th, "Our Declaration of Independence I 
dare say you have seen. A few weeks will probably determine our fate. Perfect freedom, or Absolute 
Slavery. To some of us freedom or a halter. Our fates are in the hands of An Almighty God, to whom I can 
with pleasure confide my own; he can save us, or destroy us; his Councils are fixed and cannot be 
disappointed, and all his designs will be Accomplished." 
  
Clark served nearly 10 years in the Continental Congress, both during and after the war. Clark had two 
sons who served as captains in the war and both were taken prisoner and held captive on the notorious 
British prison ship, Jersey. The British offered to release his sons if Clark would switch sides and pledge 
allegiance to the King, which he refused to do. Due to Elizabethtown's proximity to Staten Island and New 
York City, the city was the site of dozens of battles and skirmishes during the war. Much of Clark's property 
was destroyed, though his house survived. 
  
Clark served in the New Jersey legislature for four years, during which he introduced a bill forbidding the 
abuse of slaves and authorizing their freedom under certain conditions. After the war, he was one of 
twelve men who met at the Annapolis Convention to discuss the necessity of a new constitution to replace 
the Articles of Confederation. Clark and the other attendees, including Alexander Hamilton, James 
Madison and John Dickinson, urged the Confederation Congress to meet in Philadelphia to revise the 
inadequate Articles. Clark was then elected to attend the Constitutional Convention in May, 1787, but he 
was not able to attend because of sickness. 
  
Clark's last act of public service was to represent New Jersey in the US House of Representatives from 
1791-1794, where he is said to have insisted on and been responsible for the printing of the word "Liberty" 
on United States coins. He also persuaded Congress to put symbols of America on the coins, instead of 
the head of the current president, which was the other proposal. Clark passed away in 1794 after suffering 
a heat stroke on his property. He is buried in Rahway, New Jersey. 

           250
TH

 Minute 
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Compatriot Mike Heckenliable has provided outstanding service to the 
Chapter by developing and maintaining our website, 
https://www.sonsoftheamericanrevolutionriversideca.com/ He also 
handled our Zoom service that we use for Chapter board meetings. We 
thank him for that service as he steps down. Antonio Reyes has agreed to 
assume those important duties. All issues of the Rivulet are posted in the 
Calendar section of the website.  
 

 

The Riverside Chapter was chartered by the California Society, Sons of the American Revolution 

in 1943 under the guidelines of the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution. The 

Mission Statement of the National Society states that The Sons of the American Revolution 

honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting patriotism, serving our 

communities, and educating and inspiring future generations about the founding principles of 

our country.  

                   

February 1 and 15 English Country Dancing 3 PM. First United Methodist Church, 4845 
Brockton Ave., Riverside, CA 
 
February 17, Riverside Chapter SAR Monthly Meeting, Cactus Cantina, 151 E. Alessandro Blvd. 

Riverside, CA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

RIVERSIDE CHAPTER WEBSITERIVERSIDE CHAPTER 

FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

The Riverside Chapter’s 

Rivulet 

David M. Leonard, Editor 

3375 Pachappa Hill 

Riverside, CA 92506 

Email: 

leonarddla@earthlink.net 

In Appreciation 

Upcoming Events 

https://www.sonsoftheamericanrevolutionriversideca.com/ 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578224101860 

 

Mission Statement 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578224101860

