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March Meeting
Date: March 17, 2026
Tuesday 11:30 AM

Location: Cactus Cantina
Mission Grove Center
151 E. Alessandro Blvd
Riverside, CA

Revolution against England.

RSVP Not Required

Program: The beginning. Events that sparked a

Fred, Schuster, Pasbes
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David Bledsoe March 3
Mike Emett March 3
Michael Michelson March 8
Albert Kimble March 14
Pat Wible March 30

The Riverside Chapter mourns the loss
of Compatriot Fred A. Schuster (1953-
2026). Fred joined SAR in 2013 and
served as Chapter Secretary from 2016
through 2021. He became CASSAR
State Secretary in 2019 and served until
2023. Fred was a dual member of the
Riverside and Eagle Chapters. His
tenure stood out for producing very
precise minutes and oral reports.

His service was also noteworthy due to
his limited mobility resulting from a
work accident. He passed on Feb. 11,
2026.
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Riverside Chapter Officers
for 2026

President
Michael Mann
mikeronie@earthlink.net

1% Vice President
Greg Barrett
gwbarre@pacbell.net

2" Vice President
Roger Cooper
crogercooper@gmail.com

Secretary
Gene Justin
Genejustin01@aol.com

Treasurer
John Matulich
johnmmatulich@gmail.com

Registrar
David Leonard

leonarddla@earthlink.net

Appointed Positions

Chaplain
Brian Stephens
briandi777 @aol.com

Historian/Newsletter Editor
David Leonard
leonarddla@earthlink.net

Color Guard Commander
Brian Stephens
briandi777@aol.com

Scout Coordinator
Mike Heckenlaible
CALegionEagle@gmail.com

JROTC/Sea Cadets Coord.
John Matulich
johnmmatulich@gmail.com

Supplemental Approvals by NSSAR

Members of the Riverside Chapter collectively filed eight Supplemental
applications during 2025, of which four were approved late in the year.

New Riverside Chapter Members Registered by the
NSSAR in 2026

Terry Brennan

Ethan Heckman

6 February 2026
6 February 2026

S. Brad Simmons 13 February 2026

No. 236797

No. 236795

No. 236929

We Welcome New Members

Micheal McAlexander

Micheal is descended from
Alexander McAlexander who
served as a Sergeant in the
Amherst Co. VA Militia, that
engaged in the siege at Yorktown.
Micheal deployed the use of Al to
do much of his genealogy
research. He has had a varied
career from production work in

Hollywood to Department Chair of Communications at Cal State

Fullerton.

Photo

Pending

Michael Kelly

Mike is descended from Nathaniel
Whittington, who was drafted
multiple times as a Private in the
Marlborough District, SC Militia.
This unit conducted skirmishes
against the British in that vicinity.
Prior to Covid, owned an office
supply company. He sold that then

ran a car sales and rental business.
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Documentarian Ken Burns Honored by NSSAR

The National Society honored Ken Burns for telling America’s stories through more than 35
documentary films over the past 50 years. President General Mike Elston, California President John
Ferris and an SAR contingent, that included Riverside Chapter Chaplain Brian Stephens, presented
Mr. Burns with the National Society Gold Citizenship Medal at the Rancho Mirage Writers Festival.
The California SAR color guard presented the colors during the dinner, which drew 1400 attendees.

It was a memorable night for our school family.as weca HeRto COmImeno IEnatons250th

Riverside Chapter SAR helped form a memorable evening at Woodcrest Christian School.
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https://www.facebook.com/rmwritersfest?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZbmQNLOQ1G-GOSOMcrU_TbSfSUqfCU7SlfTG2zJB4m1_Fo0nJRiSZiWld-iU4pG1ldY_-nVaDxyMK67k6pdGFgmD6RB1rMI-KPKq5r5Dpffz1ZcAxMJuVHPDOB1r5Ud7oRVqMhv_XlfhHo8fTAghX24_kTrDB-wanZwuDfTiM97oFhyiaBZWqjn7iyt9oVOMYZLmrpck6q4Vbh_zpaCyoN3XX75Cji9gKuuXAQkNaI7KA&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R

February Riverside Chapter Meeting

February Riverside Chapter Meeting attendees. The Chapter welcomes Brad Simmons,
second on left, our newest member.

2026 Advance Riverside Chapter Meeting Calendar

Location: Cactus Cantina Meeting Time: Tuesday 11:30 AM
Mission Grove Center
151 E. Alessandro Bivd
Riverside, CA

Reservations: None Required. We order off the menu.

January 20 July No Meeting
February 17 August No Meeting
March 17 September 15
April 21 October 20
May 19 November 17
June 16 December 15
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From Our Past

Baldwin Park History Faire Day January 2006
In a different era, Riverside Chapter member Ed St.

Germain conducted training for new color guard
recruits. The muskets were taller than the recruits.
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Ninety-Six Christian Indians killed at the Gnadenhutten Massacre

On March 8, 1782, 96 Christian Indians are killed in the Gnadenhutten Massacre, one of the most
brutal and tragic atrocities of the American Revolution. The Lenape Indians had moved to Ohio
after being forced from their land on the eastern seaboard. Several hundred had converted to
Christianity under Moravian missionaries and lived in small villages, including Gnadenhutten.

The Moravian strategy was to create Christian settlements secluded from non-Christians and
from the animistic practices of their former tribes. These converts were generally
"Europeanized," wore white people's clothing, intermarried with whites and so on. When the
American Revolution arrived, some Lenape sided with the British and others with the Americans.
The Moravian villages, including Gnadenhutten, were known to pass intelligence on British
movements to the Americans.

In September of 1781, several British allied tribes forcibly removed the Christian Indians further
north. By February, they were starving and about a hundred went back to harvest crops left at
Gnadenhutten. Their timing happened to occur just when a militia raid was being made from
western Pennsylvania in response to earlier Indian raids that left several people dead.

160 militia showed up as the Indians were gathering their crops. Thinking the whites were their
friends, the Lenape welcomed the visitors. The militia posed as friends at first, but then took the
Indians captive. The soldiers decided all the prisoners should be executed for the raids. The
Indians protested they had nothing to do with the raids, but the decision was final. Some of the
men involved had relatives who were killed in these raids, contributing to their lust for revenge.

On the evening of March 7, the Indians sang hymns and prayed all night, knowing they would be
killed the next day. In the morning, they were brought a few at a time into huts and bludgeoned
with a club. Then they were scalped, left for dead and the huts burned to the ground. In all, 28
men, 29 women and 39 children were killed. Only a handful of the white men refused to
participate, indicating the level of hatred toward the Indians.

Two young boys survived to tell of the massacre, both of whom had been scalped and left for
dead. One hid under the floorboards in one of the slaughter huts. He later told of the blood
running through the cracks in the floor. The second boy regained consciousness and pretended
to be dead. He later snuck away when the executioners left. A monument and museum is located
at the site of the event in present day Gnadenhutten, where reconstructed huts and the burial
mound where the remains of the Indian martyrs were buried.
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Mission Statement

The Riverside Chapter was chartered by the California Society, Sons of the American Revolution
in 1943 under the guidelines of the National Society, Sons of the American Revolution. The
Mission Statement of the National Society states that The Sons of the American Revolution
honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by promoting patriotism, serving our

communities, and educating and inspiring future generations about the founding principles of
our country.

Upcoming Events

March 1 and 15 English Country Dancing New Time 1 PM. First United Methodist Church, 4845
Brockton Ave., Riverside, CA

March 17, Riverside Chapter SAR Monthly Meeting, Cactus Cantina, 151 E. Alessandro Blvd.
Riverside, CA

The Riverside Chapter’s RIVERSIDE CHAPTER WEBSITERIVERSIDE CHAPTER
R {A’M https://www.sonsoftheamericanrevolutionriversideca.com/
David M. Leonard, Editor FACEBOOK PAGE

3,375 Ftachappa Hill https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578224101860
Riverside, CA 92506

Email:

leonarddla@earthlink.net
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